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Governor Miller.
The lflrjrest burden which any publicuian In the United States takes on

bis shoulders to-day i* thai assumed
Uy ;>ATHAN I<. .Ml Libit. iuc m-" uv.

ernor of New York. He becomes the
head of the State which is not only
the largest in population of all the
Union but which exhibits more com-

plevitles in the problems of its busi-j
uess than any other State.
The State and its public servants

cannot help it because we are some

ten millions of assorted races or becauseit is not always easy to reconcilethe natural conflict between urban
and rural interests. But our public
officers can do their best to straighten
out the Inevitable kinks. What Is
more plainly the duty of the moment,
they can set about simplifying State
machinery that is clumsy and extravagant.Without that simplificationthere can he no lasting economy.
The State Government is full of overlappingand otherwise superfluous
"boards nnd bureaus. Some work is
being done that is needless. Other
work is being duplicated by the State
or the Federal Government.
Judge Miluck brings to the Governorshipn mind that is reputed to!

be among the first In America. But,
as Governor Smith said In Albany on

Thnrndny night, Governor Miller
**t\ill need not only the power of his
great Intellect but the united supportof all the people of the State to
perform that which will be expected
of hlni.-' And Governor Smith knows,
for he has been observing the situationfor two years,
The conditions which confronted

Governor Smith have l>eon growing
worse because of the huge exjiendltttresof the past and the depression
of the present. So, while Governor
Miller will have an advantage over

Governor Smith In that he will have
A legislative majority at his back, he
will suffer the disadvantage of worse

economic conditions Hum ever GovernorSmith had to face.
What this State needs Is a simpler

government, fewer Jobs and better men
In them, and economy In every department.If Nathan Miltjcr can meet
these needs he will emerge from otllco
having justified the reputation with
Which he goes In. Rut he will have
been a busy man and nt times a merei-:
tesb man.

-

The Davit Cup.
The Davis cup, thanks to the skill
Messrs. Tii.ih.n ftml Johnston, has
n restored t<» American gunrdinnnlpafter six years In which It has

ipme testimony to the prowess at
tnnls of our nntlpodean friends. It
will now come hack to the United
States to inspire other practitioners of
the splendid court came to nttempt
tt» capture. Possession of such a

Vtophy entails a high obligation to
excel, not a vulgar right to hold. It
Is a challenge to generous rivalry In

n^sport exacting and thrilling, which
cam* for the exercise of the highest
qualities of strength and stninlna and
quick judgment.
The years which have pnssed since

the antipodean amateurs took the
Davis cup away have been n dark and
depressing fraction of Infinity. Whereverenthusiasm and linnl training
may consign it in the days to come,
may the struggle for It not sustain
another Interruption of war such ns

that which has now been closed.

Prophet Scarr's New Year.
To withhold thanks from ,Jami<s|

Scaur, official purveyor of weather to
New York and lt« environs, would
ungracious and indicative of ingratitudeon tho part of a community to
^.kuk ka 1. .1. a# .1*.
ttiiii.ii lit? niif ,\*ixru tin iniitiiiiii vi milgtilar

beneficence and n winter so fur
reminiscent of Indian summer.

Tfiere are con I bins as yet unfilled,
$ough conl bills have reached stag#f1ngaltitudes; there are men and
Wbnen who still withstand the most

*|frn ctlve offerings of tradesmen nnx-1
libs to sell goods; there are devotees
ff outdoors who do not long for the
dWtter blasts of yesteryear; there are
workers whose Jobs will be suspended
when the mercury drops below aero;
nil of them owe to the mild and open
days we had In Decernber tbelr opportunityfor the pursuit without con(funletlblood of pleasure or business.
Tbtrv tuny be old fashioned fdik

\

"S.
who will say Nnture, not the Weather
bureau, deserves credit for these
balmy days and nights la which the
temperature only falls to that zestful
point at which the chill Is known as

snappy. Hut It Is generally admitted
among forward looking men that NatureIs played out and that the (JovernmentIs resimnslfile for all the good
ami iin* in wnicn nerau raaiiKinu.

Under these circumstances It is obviousthat Mr. Stark, as tjio ottioial
and responsible custodian of tempest,
drought, blizzard, humidity and sun1itrlit, is entitled to the compliments
of tlie season and fhe heartiest wishes
for continuunce in his present mood
of moderateness.

A Commerce Commission Need.
For half a year a member of the

Interstate Commerce Commission who
has been doing valuable and urgently
needed work lias been doing it as an

ad interim appointee without con-1
firmatlon by the Senate. He is Hknrv
Jonks Fokd, whose opinion on the
New York intrastate fares and rates
case, while winning him high professionalcommendation for his knowlmicrounil frmitmonf- nf tho

tils. attracted lintfrmul attention.
It seems to ns It 'vould be a timely

and fitting act for tile Senate at tlii.startof the new year to confirm Mr.
Ford in the post lie is so admirably
filling. The country should be assuredof a continuance of his able
services, particularly at a juncture
when the Interstate Commerce Commissionis undermanned, overworked
and facing more and heavier labors
than at any previous period of its
history.

New Year's Day.
Rarely does a well established

custom give way before novelty, and
when it does, besides gain In the
new, there is a loss of grace and
sweetness in the old. A custom now
lost to us is that of making social
culls on the initial day of the year.
Formerly a gentleman might finally
liquidate his social debts and knit up
old friendships ravelled out by neglect
or the insistent press of routine duties.TJius the Joy and good fellowshipof Christmas was prolonged.
The selfishness in human nature was

finely tempered by altruism.
Moreover, in an ordinary and averagecommunity the visits lent a

touch of that cosmopolitanism which
broadens human nature. Compared
with the gof>d will and cheer of the
old days, still remembered by many,
the modern New Year's Day seems
less colorful.

The festal spirit of New Year's Day
overleaped all barriers of breed or
creed. Of all days in the calendar
this was the most universal as to
time, while worldwide in place. On
.|K., .^.t

political or religion* motives mingled
in the revels, which were more or

less related to single countries, restrictedareas or s|ieclnl e|s»chs. tin
the contrary, the l>eginnlng of the year
impressed nU mankind and in every
age. Reflection* allle*. to eternity
and boundless space were natural with
the thoughtful.

Certainly in New Netherlands tills
day, rich In Joys for mind and body,
remained like a red letter in the missalof memory. In these our days of
delicatessen shops and of food made
in factories and packed In tins ami
cartons one must lmve a lively imaginationto picture, the household
preparation of old, with the fun and
Joy of nntietpatlon.
When, after baking and brewing,

cakes and ale were ready the house
father and the gallant, arrayed in
their best garments duly mnde spotlessas to linen and comfortable as to
robing by the huis vrouw, went forth
on tne social rnunu. their object
whs to pay devotion to tho fair, to
honor the aged and incidentally to teat
(he quality of their neighbors' cook<>ry.Feasting, merriment. Indoor
Raines and story telling fronting tho
roaring fireplace rounded out the day
01 Joy.
Through the English and American

periods and even until within the
memory of men hardly yet very old
the good custom continued. Then u
mixed population mistook the meaningof tho practice. By bail politics,
by the visits In mobs, by general
dissipation and by ton much of that
sort of gratitude which may ho dofinedas a lively sense of favors to
come hospitality was strained and the
beautiful old custom died out
The story of origins is more pleasing.The custom came first ns an

Importation rrom Jnpnn to Moiianu
nnd thence to New Netherlands. Even
more durably satisfying was the
other Oriental hnldt as closely allied
to It ns If the two were Siamese
t'tlns. The Japanese tradition requiredthat all financial ns well as

social debts should be discharged.
The Dutch merchants at Nagasaki

on returning to Holland did but reenforcen hnblt of their own when they
brought the custom of New Year's calling.This was to settle up nil accounts
nnd pay all debts by December 31. so

as to face the new year with a clean
record. Home of us by experience
nnd dose observation know this to
be so for the cnsc In Japan that a

faulty trader's rating falls at once.
while In private life a mml may ha
anolnlly MtfieiKKl If ha ha In debt
on New Year'* Day. " Borrowing
money with the amlle of an antral
hut paying with tha *<-owl of n damon"la a vary old proverb In the
Orlant.
Idkewlae whan tbe Dutch republican*!

hullt fhalr nnrlvn11a<1 Town Hall.*<>
III fitted for n JMilnce.In Amsterdam
In HI4K they line the arulptor a frohandand unlimited guilder* to put
Into marhlc auch acenes im tha fall

THE 1
' of Icarus, as well ns Arlon on th
dolphin.the foolhardy speculate
Hid tho bold but wise venturer. I
the marble bas-reliefs over the door
opening into the chambers of bunk
ruptcy and marine insurance case
are shown rats and mice guawing a
i »i|n\ [iu\w tiini papers. in uuegor
Disgrace and Punishment are seer
as well as Strength, Wisdom am

Plenty.the safeguards of a prosper
ous city.
The inner meaning and bottom fae

of New Year's Joy In both Japan am

Holland is thus easily discerned. Tli<
celebration was made purposely *

personal and social that an hones
man could face his friends and tin
world because he was free and hui
a clean record. Dynamic Indeed nri
the social forces working for the Pres
erration of society !

Perhaps the point may bg as wel
taken, the moral be us plain and th<
duty as manifest for our nationn
rulers us for the humblest Individ
unl. Age cuuuot wither nor custou
stale the laws of honesty. Let na

tlons as well as individuals keep on

of debt. Short settlements nuike lorn
friendships. Is not an honest govern
meat, as truly as a man, the nobles
work of God?

Cutting Out National Squander
To the abounding credit of ltsel

and to the enormous advantage o

the country, the House Appropriation
Committee Is going nt the departmen
estimates for the next fiscal yea
with butcher knives.
Out of a total of more than $800.

000.000 asked for in tlu> sundry civl
bills more than half has been slashet
lawny, leaving only $383,000,000. Oni
Item of $300,000 wanted by the De
purtment of Justice for the enforce
inent of the prohibition act dlsap
peared with not a red renny left ti
tell the tale. From the Shippinj
Board requests $147,000,000 wn

canen out #y tue roots, uuier osu

mutes luive felt the same sharp blade.
In these days, when Governmen

spending has come to be thosjjht of ii
terms of billions, the sv.;'jhy clvi
items, huge as they are, may look Hk<
chicken feed. But when a good dea
more than $400,000,000 can be slashei
out of $S00,000.000 it does not seen

ns If it would be « superlntmau jol
for the committee axe swingers to taki
till the way from a billion to tw<
billions our of the total estimates o:

JM.000,000,000 submitted by all tin
departments.
The appropriations certainly cat

come down to three and a half bill
Ions of dollars. Probably they cat

btlllous. Possibly they can comedowi
to three billions. This would meat

linmodliitely and directly tons of deai
weight lifted off the backs of Ainerl
j'-nn industry, American business au<

American taxpayers. It would meai

Indirectly and later hundredweight
more ofT their shoulders, because whei
the Government gets down to a sane

solid spending basis with abundan
revenue* coming In from sound am

moderate taxes It can begin to wlpi
!<*ut its floating ami funded debt.

As the national debt goes dowi
not only will the Interest payment
on It go down but the Government'
credit will go up. Then. If refundlni
is necessary or desirable, It can rc
fund the rest of the debt at modernt
interest rates.
Anyhow the thing for Congress f

do now is to go on, and go the limit
with its strongarm cutting on th
old fashioned, horsj sense prlmlpl
that the way to save big money Ilk
little money Is to save It.

Exit D'Annunzio.
The future i>Inus nntl movements o

the lute dictator of Flume tire shroude*
In n becoming poetic mystery. Th
world may speculate as It likes; hi
vouchsafes no statement. A messng
front Home says that he t1e\v nwny ii
an airplane. But where? Not t

Iti^y, to the Italians' relief! Th
tragedian who foretold for himself
glorious death, fighting sword in ham
with his back to the wall of i

ruined, conquered city, contents him
self with leaving a letter In whicl
lie affirms that Italy Is unworthy o

the least pin prick Of Ills blood, am
which Is so bespattered with insult
as to he unprintable. An lngloriou
anti-climax which D'AifNONzto as p«e
add orator would have scorned.
IVAnnt nzio left his mark on Fit

tnnn history and Flume is not likel;
soon to forget him. Ills occupation o

the place had much to do with tnnk
ing It n free city. He served Italy li;
compelling Kurope to accept n differ
ent solution of the Adriatic questloi
from that which the Peace Conference
had insisted upon, a solution whlcl
both Italy and Jugoslavia regards
as consistent with their own need
and requirements and as likely t
maintain pence In southern Europe.
D'AntvVNIld overplayed his par'

With the end Italy desired nttnlne
he lingered on In his histrionic rflU
The glory of reviving n medlwwii
Venetian or Florentine state with him
self as head surrounded with th
trappings of office find attendants am
retainers to carry out his decree
appenled enormously to his egotist
and vanity. This semblance of a gov
eminent had for hi in a greater fnsol
nation than the duty of upholding thi
honor of Italy at stake n* a slgnator;
to the Itnpallo treaty.
He threw nwny lit* jrrent opportti

nlty to return to Italy awl reeeiv
n* n rewnril for hl< patriotic sell
denial a triumphant, march to ltomi
As a result tho dentl# which he sat
had passed him over came to Severn
hundreds of his letfonarles, who val
iaiitly nave up tbelr lives in a tisr

lads and uimecpssufy warfare. The
Flume was saved to fulfil Its futur
mission was due not to Its diet#,to

k
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e but to tlu* sanity of the Italian comrin#nders anil their troops,
n I'M utoo accepted without regret
s D'AnnxNzjo's departure. The IMuinau

Council, which succeeded him in comsmattd of the city, had little difficulty
t ip coming to terms with the Italians,
y It willingly promised an honest coopl,erntlon In the treaty of Rupnllo. The
I hi)|H*s of Fiuine are in the develop

meat of an outlet for the raw mute*
rials of a prosperous Jugo-Slavla and

t central Europe and u port of entry
I for the manufactured products of the
e world. For the city to fulfil this des0tiny, the Council knows, It requires
t a sane and able business ndmlnistruetlon. This an egotistic visionary could
[11 not furnish, and Flume may well reploice thut with the end of the Fluman
s question there came nlso the end of

the D'Annunzlo regime.
1 Thp world may find reason for consgrntulntlon that the long drawn out
1 Adriatic controversy, so often fraught
- with perilous situations, should at last
i find a solution which appears so
- amicably accepted and so free from
t future difficulties.

The Army Wives.
Brigadier-General Clabknce It. Edwardsrecently paid a high tribute to

the ariuy women, the wives and
daughters of the soldiers, lu u short

f address he made at Boston to a num1her of former hostesses at cantonments.
s He entered the army when many of
1 the pioneer forts west of the Misrsouri were still occupied as army

posts and when the memory of Indian
outbreaks and the Custer massacre

1 was still fresh. He mild in the light
' of his own experience:
D

"Those wives and daughters of
soldiers have patted their husbands
and fathers on the bach and sent

i
them to war without a murmur.

r They have followed the flag from

^ one place to another, patched and
schemed, frozen on one side and
roasted on the other beside garrison
stoves, put up with all sorts ofhard1
ships and nev^f found fault."

1 The pictures of army post social
b life which we have sometimes had
1 even from nrmy writers and novelists
1 are of discontented, unhappy women
i arrayed in rival cliques, intriguing and;
) scheming for promotions which would

bring to husbands or sons nn advance
' in ray and a gain In privileges. This
* may have been the case at some posts
e and In some commands, but such

things were exceptional. The lsola1tion of the nrmy post threw the gar
rison largely upon Its own resources
for entertainment. Life too was

r more or less of an open hook. There
i was smnll chance for pretension with
i every one knowing every one else's
1 Income, and keeping up appearances
- was not as important with women as

with men.
ii There were always too some very
s gracious peacemakers in post life, In
i the women of families such as the
', Hunts, Caseys, Lees and I>avises, who
t have had representatives in the army
1 since Revolutionary days and knew

n 4.11.n,i k..m.I..I.|4.^ n'knii,
r iui ui u.> liiuis unit iiui u*ui|m. iiirn

tact. was put to the test in many ways.
I They adroitly drew the line hAween
s gossip that was purely personal and
s that which might nlYect the garril'son. They consoled the young Second

Lieutenant's bride from civil life who
i< had no more than settled her wedding

gifts In Texas quarters than orders
ii came for transfer to Dakota; they

did their best to show the new army
(. woman how to make the small pay
0 stretch to meet the family demands
i. and how to make n home in cheerlessquarters where there had not

been installed an improvement or
labor saving device since the day the
oid brick bnrrncks were finished.
There was never any doubt of the

ll' loyalty and courage of the army
01 women. Army women have left

vivid pictures of garrison experience
0 before and after General Custeu'n pxII]>edlMon. They always stood the test
" General Sukiihan once said "It was
0 the women left at home that made|
" t lie men good soldiers in the field."
1 It is for the Improvement of the

aj living conditions of women nt the
'"I arin.V posts that Rrlgadier-Oeneral
111.* t rts«_ « i m

rjdwards sporiKR. ine nopo lie sees ior
f this improvement lies In the fact that
11 women now have a voire in public
8 affairs and they will use it to bring
8 jbout reforms long needed,
t

The free verse poets must think It
strange that every new year the peo
pie who want poetry turn to an old

f fashioned fellow like Tknntson.

y The State Department is Informed
that great excitement was caused in

u Petrograd a week or two ago as a re(>suit of persistent reports that money
was to he abolished throughout Bolshevikterritory. Many residents at'tempted to dispose of their currency in

s various ways, buying furs, household
o goods, Jewelry and other articles in

atmh Altintitipti ft* tn Inirnttua ttfloM

to ft remarkable extent. In other
word*, the ruhio foil. The only stirr'prising thin* about the Incident la that

!. anybody ahould give up good property
il for Holahevlk money.

The New finest.
(1M1).

* Last night, fta midnight sounded from
n the tower
'* To speed the parting guest, we were

|. at feast; t
Now, st tho nearln* of ths sunrise hour,

y Our gaso Is townrd the Bast;

Toward the horlson whence the light
I- shall bring
o one upon whom our fondest faith Is

f. ee*'«
>

Kalr flowers of hope shall be our Offering
To him for coronet.r!

il Our prayers go forth to him that every
|. land

May know from strife the guerdon
of release ;

May he heer to us in his open hand
''I The golden gift of fv*<M

r I Clinton Hcollaro.
i i
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Government Waste.
Thirty-four Health Organizations DoingTheir Work Independently.
To The New "York Herald: \VhiIe

our statesmen nre studying national
economy I respectfully ask their attentionto an editorial article in the Journal
i)f the American Medical Association for
December 25.
By an unofficial survey It Is shown

that there are "thirty-four independent
Government organizations carrying on

some kind of work directly relating to

public health. Theso organizations, insteadof being closely correlated, are

scattered throughout the different departments."
The Public Health Service and the

War Kisk insurance are under the Secretaryof the Treasury, while the Children'sBureau Is in the Department of
Labor. School Hygiene and Physical
Education, the Indian Medical Hervico
and the Government Hospital for the
Insane are managod under the Interior
Department.
The Department of Agriculture has

tho Bureaus of ChemlEtry, Animal Industry,Entomology and Biology. The
Division of Vital Statistics Is in the
Department of Commerce. Independent
commissions nnd hoards, as the InterdepartmentalHygiene, Vocational Tralniing. Bureau of Safety and the Medical
Servico of the Government Printing
Office, are unrelated to any other of the
health agencies.
There are fortunately among all these

yvo thoroughly efficient departments of
which our country may welllbc proud,
namely, the medical departments of the
unuca states Army ana or tno :vavy, relatedrespectively to the War and Navy
Departments.

It would be Interesting to have made
public the unnecessary cost of these
many uncorrected services. It would
be interesting to know why all these
services cannot be taken over by the
thoroughly organised and highly efficientmedical ""departments of the army
and navy.

Millions of dollars would be saved the
taxpayers by the simple economy of
consolidation. Mudici'b..
New Yokk, December 31.

A Man Afoot Protests.
He Objects to Blaming Pedestrians

When Motor Cars Hit Them.
To The New Yohk 1 1rrai.ii ; There

Is truly remarkable unanimity among
the gentlemen who break Into print on

the subject of automobile accidents in
blaming pedestrians for those mishaps
to the tune of 90 per cent.
Do these gentlemen carry about them

some comptometer whioh keeps count
besides differentiating between accidents
so nicely?
The fact of the matter Is the law gov-

ernlng the right of way at street crossingsIs no longer enforced, for the law
distinctly says that the pedestrian has
the right of way over all vehicles while
he is on the cross walk.

It Is also a fact that our husy streets
are being used as speedways, which they
were never Intended for.
Considering the Irnportanco which is

attached to automoblllsts by our publio
officials It Is safe to say that these
gentlemen will never bo curbed unless
the majority of the population, which
has beeh inarticulate on this serious
subject up to date, acts as one man
and enforces the basic law.

Fred Dexheimer.
Brooklyn, December 31.

Flogging for Criminals.
Repentance Inspired by the WhippingPost in Delaware.
To The New York Herald: "New

Jersey Acts to Keep Out Crime Wave"
Is a headline printed In your paper. We
do not hear o£ a crime wave in Delaware,but Delaware has a whipping post
for such things, and the man who has
been tied up^ to it becomes at once repentantand regenerate.at least as to
Delaware!
Why should we allow a stupid sentimentalityto protect tho person of the

gunman, the gangster and the thief?
What personal respect Is due him? How
much respect does he show his victim?
Has society no right to such a simple
and eitli lent means of self-protection
and no duty to employ it?
The whipping post would cause such

a rush across our borders as would
give our neighbors a right to complain
and an incentive to do likewise.
Beacon, December 31.y J. S. P.

Homicides in 1920.
Preliminary Figures Indicate a FallingOff in the Murder Rate.
From (he Statistical Bulletin. Metropolitan

Life Insurance Company.
In spite of the so-called "crime wave"

which in certain cities has assumed so

prominent a place Jn the public press
during recent weeks the year 1920 will
probably be the most favorable one on

record for homicide among Insured wage
earners. In the Industrial department
of this company the death rate for this
cause for the period January 1 to December18, 1920, reached the comparativelylow level of.5.5 per 100,000. This
Is a decline of over 20 per cent, from the
rate of 1919, which was 0 9. These Insurancefigures nearly always reflect
conditions In the total population of the
United States and of Canada, and we

may therefore expect that one of the
features In the Rood general mortality
record Of 1920 will be a low homlcldo
rate.

Only one month, namely, September,
of this year shows a mortality record
from this cause of death.8.4 per 100,000.whichwas equal to or exceeded
that for the year 1919.0.9 per 100,000.
Since September the rate has progres-
sively declined. me present crime
wave," with murder as Its chief element,
has apparently been confined to a few
localities and to a very short period.
It is not likely to affect seriously the
homicide figures for the whole country
and for the whole year.

These Trnnhlon* Times.
Knlcker.Wliaf Is the matter with the

world?
Pocker^Unrest. arrest and rest.

The Drys of Bombay.
B< mhnv eorrrapnn/cncr London Dallu Mail.
Mahommedans In Bombay have started an

antl-drlnking campaign to "reform" their
coreligionists. They are picketing the liquorshops, and the Moslems found coming
out have their faces blackened and are
marched through the streets.
One man found drunk was decked with a

"garland" of old slides and was taken round
tl.M titty hy an escort beatlni empty oil tins.

1, 1921.

'Manon Lescaut' and
Mme. Alda and Mr. De Luca
Mr. Sembach Replaces Mr. 1

Last evening at the Metropolitan
Opera House Puccini's "Manon Lesc&ut"
was given. This admirable work regardedby many as Puccini's most artisticcreation, has never supplanted MusNonet's"Manon" In public favor. It has,
however, grown in the general esteem in
recent years and every repetition serves

to deepen the conviction that It will live

qulto as long as "La Bohcme" and
"Miulamti Butterfly."
The performance had sound merits,

though it attained no high level of dts- f
tlnctiun. There was much laxity and
even occasional slovenliness In the ensemble.The orchestra was deficient in
smoothness and the chorus work was

often ragged. "Manon Leseaut" 1» a

delicately fashioned score and demands
finish in the performance.
The principals wore Mme. Alda as

.1tanon, Mr. Martinelll as the Cheval rr

dea Oririir, Mr. de Luca as Leacaut and
Mr. Malatesta iu- (feronte. The soprano's
voice was somewhat unsteady and iter
singing suffered from it. Mr. Martinelll
was In good condition and treated 'he
audience to an abundance of those brll-
llant high tones which give so much Joy.
Mr. de Puea was competent and eung
well. Mr. Papi conducted.
According to the time honored cus-!

tcm of giving "Parsifal" at the New
Year's festival, it was performed yes-
trrday afternoon. In this hearing of'
the music drama there were three lin-
portant changes In the cast. Mr. Sem-|
bach, replacing Mr. Harrold. sang the'
title role for the. first time here In sev-

better order than on last Wednesday
when, suffering with n cold, he was
heard in Tristan. Much of his English
was understandable and much was not,
but otherwise his impersonation was
artistic.
Owing to the sudden Indisposition of

Mr. Whltehlll, Robert Eeonhardt took
his place as Amfortas. It was the first
time he had sung the music on any
stage and hl« musicianship was generallyshown by the nvanner In which he
sustained the difficult part. Mr. Itothier,
heard In the role of Oumemany last
season, sang It In place of Mr. Blast,
Mine. Mnttenauer was the Kundry. Mr.
Bodanzky conducted. The performance,
which moved smoothly, was heard by a
large audience.

Mrs. Richard GambrlU's guests at last
night's opera were Mr. and MrH. James
B. Duke, Mrs. Work Hewitt, Mr. StuyvesantFish and Mr. Stan'ey Mortimer.

Mr. and Mrs. George Henry Warren,
Mrs. John Turner Atterbury, Miss EleanorHewitt and Mr. Frederick H. Bald!win were with Mr. Charles E. Sampson
in box 81.
Mr* J. Russell Soley was with Mr.

and Mrs. II. A. C. Taylor in box 13, as
also was Mr. Cecil Landale.

Mrs. James B. Hoggin's party Included
Mr, Turrit,* Amarlf.n Mr* Wllll.n,

Haupt, and Messrs. Maurice Roche and
Richard Lydon.

Mr. and Mrs. Lucius K. Wilmording
and Mr. and Mrs. Marry Molllns were
with Mrs. Hamilton McK. Tworhbly.

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hunter Potter

New Year's Bay.
I dream of purple violets
And golden daffodils,

And blue and silver mornings hailed
With Joyous chirps and trills,

And butterflies that Ball the breero
With Jewels on their wings.

And marshy hollows musical
With little piping things.

I glimpse n dewy lilac plume.

A treu with apple blossoms crowned,
A bee Hiat loiters by.

Wistaria on a cottage porch,
A bed of tulips gay.

And all the pageantry of spring,
For this is New Year's Day.

Minna Hivino.

Indian Lancet.
The Tooth of the Bow of the Omaha*

and the Sacred Pole.
To The New York Herald: Many If

not all of our American Indians employedweapons of the character of the
spear for offence and defence as well
as In the chase. In Alexander Henry's
"Travels and Adventures" among the
tribes of the great Northwest and Canudaduring the middle of the eighteenth
century he mentions (page 304) the
gathering of a trlbo about to take the
warpath, saying, "In obedience to
the summons they assemble in great
number . . . armed with bow, sling
and spear and with their ipilvers full
oi arrows.

In the twenty-seventh ntfnnal report
of the Bureau of American Kthnolngy
fpaste 448) may be found, "The weapons
of the Omaha were the bow and arrow,
the shield, the club and the spear." The
last named was called "mon'de [bow]
til" [tooth]. This name bears out a

tradition of the Omahas that In (indent
times their forebears attached a blade
to one end of the bow to be used like
a bayonet for thrust In*.
The northern Algonquin and likewise

the Iroquois found the spear Invaluable
In war, as It Was In peace.It was commonlyused In hunting wild game. The
foregoing references could be greatly
multiplied.
The thought has occurred to me that

the object which your correspondent de-
scribes as a spear may instead representthe sacred pole which tribes possessingtreasured almost beyond all
other belongings. The pole was the subjectof countless legends, and the belief
that Its qualities worked for the suppressionof evil spirits and made Its
worshippers Immune to death and minor
disorders gave it prestige over m«

machinations of the medicine man.

A« frequently rh occasion eoemnd to
demand the sac red phle was brought
forth TO DO rognien wun unoiuiiiig,

hailed with song nnd tfiftny rltss that Its
powers might long prevail, but Its chief
function was In holding the tribe to*
aether, for "without It the tribe might'
scatter,"

If, then, In Mr. Eraser's Statue a pole
appears and not a spear an Indisputable
historical basis exists for Its presence.
Naw York. December 31. E. C. PI.

The rndylng.
From thf Panvill* (Km.) Advocate.

After an absence of several years the
belled huirard h»e returned to Hoyle county.
The bird was observed In a field near JunctionCity a few days ago by Messrs. James
Phillips and Daniel Prather. Tha hell wae

attached lo the ueok of the bunard and the
ringing could be distinctly heard by the
gentlemen.

A Tenneaaeenll's Confession.
From thr ArlamtvHIi Knferprlse.

Twenty-eight years ago yesterday, DeIcomber 1">, my wife took a fool fit and ran

away with me out of the rtty of llumholdt.
Tenn. I have always heard that a good run

was better thsn a had stand, but t don't
think shs will say that was a good run.

I 'Parsifal' Are Sung
-

i Heard in Puccini Opera.
U....U u/a.It
IIBIIUIU III TT uKllvl 0 Tf win

were with Dr. and Mrs. Percy Turnure
in box 11.

Mrs. Frederick Pearson's purty includedMrs. Charles A. Childs, Mr. and
Mrs. Henry B. H. Ripley, Messrs. Oeorge
Ledlie, A. Morris Bagby and Pennington
Pearson.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Parker and
Mr. and Mrs. Charles D. Halsey were
with Mr. and Mrs. O. Hunter Brown in
box 2(2.
There also were in the audience Mr.

and Mrs. John Dyneley Prince, Mr. and
Mrs. Morton Payton, Mr. and Mrs. Alvln
W. Kroch, Mr. nnd Mrs. Lawrence U.
White, Mr. and Mrs. William B. Dinsmore,Mrs. A. P. Lauterbach, Dr. and
Mrs. Clarence Q. Campbell and Mr. and
Mrs. Oeorge S. Brewster.

Philharmonic Concert.
At Its seventh matinee concert In CarnegieHall yesterday afternoon the

Philharmonic Society celebrated Its
composer-conductors. After a slow and
u/tl in norfht>niunCi> of \1 r»nrl*.l«Mnhn'M

"Fingal's Cave* overture had been com-
pletcd, Josef Stransky laboriously led
Ills musicians through ihe first sym-
phony of Oustave Mahler. The work
was originally produced here under the
baton of Its composer, then conductor
of the Philharmonic, on December 16,
1U09, It wus wri' n In 1888. Though
only 112 years or age. It has gray
whiskers and its walk is feeble.
When it was first performed here

comment on it occupied nearly a column
In this place. It does not seem worth
more than a modest paragraph now. It
was well played yesterday, Hnd Mr.
trunsky was very much in earnest about

It, but Mr. Mahler's affectionate lingeringover tenuous ideas, his elaborate developmentsof melodic trifles, his ambitionsInstrumentation, awoke no answeringenthusiasm in the disinterested
mind. The programme notes quoted a

grateful letter of Mahler to Stransky.
The composer said: "It is a great Joy,
that at last there should be found a man
to whom my music has a being and h

message.' Whatever else may be said of
the present conductor of the PhllharmonioIt must be recorded that he has
understood Liszt and Mahler. Something
has been accomplished.
The symphony was followed by Henry

Hadley's rhapsody, "The Culprit Fay."
Mr. Hadley conducted the composition,
which was first heard here under the
baton of Mr. Mahler. The audience re-
ceived the worK with mtttiirestations or

pleasure. The concert concluded with
the "Tannhacuser" overture.

"Glrofle-Tiirofla" at Manhattan.
As part of Mrs. Oscar Hammerstetn's

season of German operettas at the ManhattanOpera House, Charles Lecoq's
amusing: and tuneful piece, "GiroflcGirofla,"was presented last night. BarbaraEldredge sang the double title role,
that of tho girl who masquerades as

twins, and her number with her cousins
received the usual enthusiastic reception,
Others prominent throughout tho three
acts were Curt Gordon as Don Bolero,
Clairette Clair as Aurora, his wife;
Max Bratt as Marasquin, the tenor, and
Oscar Hofmann as the Moorlfih prince.

At Wall&ck's Old Theatre.
Aftors in Notable Plays Performed

Half a Century Ago.
To The New Yokk Hbrald: I waR

Interested In J, Gardener Blay's reminiscencesof notable actors in tho '70s
and '80b, many of whom I remember
well, but Mr, Blay appears to have reliedentlre'.y upon memory, which Is
sometimes an unsafe guide.
For example, ho refers to a performanceof "Diplomacy" In 1885 with Rose

Coghlan, H. J. Montague. John Gilbert,
Letter Wallack (as Dazzlr) and John
Brougham (as Max Uark ay). Of
course the characters of Kavzle and
Max are not In the Sardou play at
all, but belong to Houeloault's "London
Assurance." Furthermore, T. Allston
Brown In hl« well known "History of
the New York Stage" says that H. J.
Montague, tho immensely popular leadingman at AVallack'e, died in pan Francisco,August 11, 1878, and John
Brougham In this city, June 7. 1880,
The combination given above,was never

seen in a single performance of either
play, though 1 believe all of them appearedat one time or another In "DondonAsst0-ance."

Mr, Blay also refers to the productionof "The Shaughraun," with Dion
Bouch'ault, Ada Dyas, H. J. Montague
and Harry Beckett, na having occurred
In 1883. It really took place at Wallack'sTheatre, Thirteenth street and
Broadway. November 14, 1S74, and the
play ran until the end of the following
March. I-diter the cast was changed.
When Hose (loghlan at the same

house appenred as Stephanie de MohrivartIn "Forget Me Not," December
18. 1880, Osmund Tearle, not H. J.
Montague, took the rOle of Sir Horace
BVIby. s

Referring to John Brougham Mr.
Brawn records the Interesting fact that
he appeared upon the stage in New
Y/)fk and Philadelphia on the same evening.November 13. 18r>8, between the
hours of 7 and 10 :30, a remarkable feat
for those days.

A Pt.at00er tor Firrr Years.
New York, December 31.

Make Tankers of Them*.
Work in the Oil Indimlry for the

Kiln Ukt.tO
uv»n iimnii 19 mar niii|ir>.

To Tim New York Hrrai.o I refcd
In your paper of 300 ship masters being
out of employment In New York. The
reason for this Is the tying up of steam*
ships because of thA want of cargoes.
Kvery one of these captains should

be employed to-dny, nod can be employedInside of two months, and the
Government ships which are now Idle
ean*he earning millions of dollars If the
Government takes the matter In hand
and turns the Idle vessels Into oil tankersby fitting them out with cylindrical
tanks.
There Is a shortage of oil tinkers and

will be for years unless this Is done
Lots of cargo boats are successfully
running ss tankers with these tanks In
them.
Most of the vessets Idle are fitted for

fuel oil, carrying their fuel oil In their
double bottoms, and most of them are

standard ships, which makes It easier,
as standard tanks could be made In a

hundred places at the same time and
shipped to the different yards to place
In tlio vmnIi, reducing tho time of Je-
livery to about aix wckn.

1 note that the Engle Oil anil Tran*-
port Company of London la spending
$15,000,000 to double Ita tanker ton-
nago because of the enormous growth
of the oil Industry throughout the
world. IVo have the ships amT wo have
the men, also the opportunity to make
Government ships pay. I^t'a do It.

Yankkb Captain.
1'kbtw Akmi, N. j. December tl.

Daily Calendar .

THEWEATHEH.
For Eastern New York.Partly cloudy

to-day ; to-morrow unsettled and warmer,
probably rain; modurutu to fresh east
to south winds.
For New Jersey.Partly cloudy to-day; tomorrowunsettled and warmer, probably

rain; moderate to fresh east to south winds.
For Vorthern New England.Partly cloudy

to-day; to-morrow unsettled ami warmer,
probably enow-; moderate to freah northeast
aru vast winds.
For tiouthern New England.Partly cloudy

to-day; to-morrow unsettled and warmer,
probably rain; moderate to fresh east acd
southeast winds.
For Western New York.Unsettled to-djy

and to-ijnorrow, probably rain or ana--
somewhat warmer to-day; colder In West
portion to-morrow; fresh southeast and south
winds becoming strong southwest to-morrow.

WASHINGTON, L»so. 31..The northwest
disturbance has moved cast-southeastward
and was central ovur Minnesota Friday
night. It has been attended by rains In thlasttwenty-four hours In the middle and
north Pacific States and by snow In the

and northern Michigan. Snow has nb<. fallen
In north New England and north N.,/ York
and light rains In the lower Ml slssippl
Valley.
The temperature continued considerably

above normal Friday earn of the Hooky
Mountains except In New England and the
south Atlantic States.
The outlook Is for cloudy weather In the

States east of the Mississippi niver tomorrow,with rain from the lake region
southwest over tho Ohio Valley, Tennos:-eo
and the east Gulf States, and tain Is probableIn middle and southern and snow or
rain In north sections east of the MississippiRiver Sunday. There will bo little change In
temperature to-morrow, but colder weather
will overspread tho reglotT of tho great
lakes, the Ohio Valley, Tennessee and tho
last Gulf States Sunday. Moderate tempera
ture will continue In the Atlantic States
until Sunday night.

Obe3rvatlons at. United States Weather Bureaustations taken at 8 P. M. yesterday,
seventy-fifth meridian time:

Temperature Rainfall
last 24 lira. Darom- last 24

Stations. High. Low. eter. lirs. Weather.
Abilene 74 40 20.68 .. Clear
Albany 38 3d 30.18 .. Cloudy
Atlantic City.. 48 84 30.1(1 .. Clear
Baltimore 80 38 80.11 .. Clear
Rlsmarck 43 20 29.58 ,jo Snow
Boston 88 34 30.10 .. Cloudy
Buffalo 33 38 80.12 .. Cloudy
Cincinnati ho 40 30.02 .. cloudy
Charleston «2 40 30.10 .. Clear
Chicago 42 34 20.80 Clear
Cleveland 8(1 32 80.00 .. Pt. Cldy
Denver........ 30 10 20.04 .. Clear
Detroit 38 34 30.02 .. Cloudy
Galveston 00 02 20.04 .. Cloudy
Helena 82 30 30.12 .. Clear
Jai'ksonvlllc .. 04 40 20.10 .. Clear
Kansas City.. 02 42 20.00 .. Clear
Los Angeles... 00 .70 30.00 .. Clear
Milwaukee.... 40 38 20.72 .. Foggy
New Orleans.. 74 34 30.0b Clear
Oklahoma 08 38 20.00 .. Clear
Philadelphia... 48 44 30.18 .. Clear
Pittsburg 44 32 30.12 .. Clear
Portland. Me.. 28 20 30.18 .. Clear
Portland, Ore.. 48 40 30.22 .01 llaln
Salt Lake City. 34 30 30.36 .. Snow
San Antonio... 70 48 20.84 .. Clear
San Diego 50 40 30.00 .. Clear
San Francisco. 00 4d 30.22 .. Clear
Seattle 41 40 00.20 .01 Rain
St. Louis r.fi 42 20.70 .. Cloudv
St. Paul 42 20.12 .. Pt. Cldy
Washington... 52 32 30.10 .. Cloudy

LOCAL W15AT111C11 ItKCORDB.
8 A.M. 8 P. M.

Haromrter 20.00 30,1*
Humidity 0250
Wind.direction N.W.N.
Wlml.velocity 1713
Weather Pt. Cldy Clear
Precipitation None Nohv
Th temperature in this city yesterday, as

recorded by the official thermometer, la
shown In the annexed table:
8 A. M ..40 1 p. M. 42 0 P. M...40
0 A M...41 2 P. M. ..11 7 P. M...30
10 A. M...41 3 P. M...42 8 P. M...37
11 A. M II 4 P. M... 42 0 P. M.. .3(1
12 M 41 5 P. M.. .41 10 P. M...38

1020. 1010. 1030. 101#.
f> A. M II 33 6 P. M... .40 Ji>

12 M 44 30 0 PM....30 3(1
3 P. M 42 38 12 Mid 38 38

Highest temperature, 44. at 2 P. M.
Lowest temperature, 30. at 4 A. M.
Average temperature, 40.

EVENTS TO-DAY.

The officers and directors of the Cuihmlttcefor Devastated Fiance will hold a New
Year's reception at the Anderson Qallerlcs,
Fifty-lilnlh street and Park uvetiUe, from S
to (I P. M.
Walter Paeh will lecture on "Sonic Aspects

of Modern Art." :it the Metropolitan Museum
of Art, at I P. M.
Rose Tastor Stokes will give readings at

the camaraderie of the Intercollegiate SocialistSociety, nt the Civic Club, 14 West
Twelfth street, at 4 P. M.
United otatoH Military Acaaeiwy, vi»» v*.

1023. dinner, Hotel Astor, 11 P. M.
Soros Is, annual luncheon, at the WaldorfAstoria.11 A. M.

,Pershing Club, dance, Hotel McAlpln, 8
P. M
There will be a dinner under auspice* or

the Deaf Mutes lc-ague In the Hotel Commodorethis evening.
Le Dyceum Society, meeting, WaldorfAstoria,2 P. M.
Alpha-Stgina Club, meeting. Hotel Astor.

8:30 P. M.
Maine Women, meeting, Waldorf-Astoria, 2

P. M.
The Young Folks Auxiliary of the Home

of the Daughters of Jacob will hold a benefit
ball In the Hotel Commodore this evehln*.
National Puzzlers Deague, meeting, 1 IV M.
Loyal Deague, Day and Night Nursery,

luncheon. Hotel Pennsylvania, 12:30 P. M

GERMANS COMING MAY
REVIVE POTASH TRADE

Experts Leave Tuesday to
Confer With Interests Here.
Berlin, T>ec. 31..Negotiations betweenGerman rihI American business

men for reviving the potash trad* Will
be resumed in New York a)x»ut the middleof January. German experts representingthe potash producers will sail
January » 10 imc pari in me inu«-tings.
Americans recently have been In Germany,presumably in the Interest of

Southern cotton growers of tho United
States, who &ere the largest prewar
Consumers of tho product. They are
known to have shown keen Interest In
the Germnn efforts to put the potHsli
mines on their former producing basis.

Fertiliser has been imported since the
outbreak of the war from South Americandeposits rft an expense much
greater than that of German production.
Disagreements between the American
and German representatives which
caused discontinuance of the negotiationsarose over the question of prlco
and tonnage. With increased freight
and spac® available. It is believed here
that there Is a good prospect for an

agreement on prices in spite of the low
value of German money.

PERSHING NOT GOING SOUTH.

Proposed Trip to Month America

Given I p It la Mold.

Rohlth, L. f. Pe, 31..Gen. John J.
I'erohlng. who has been at the Detnarestcottage here since early November,
will leave to-morrow for bis horns In
Washington. The trip which he was to
have made to South America after tho
New Year has been abandoned, It was
..la v

Gen. Pershing ha* had a family party
at the cottage since Christmas, which
Included his son Warren, who cam# on
from Lincoln, Neb. Warren left to-day
for the West to return to ischool. The
General's .sistera have also been her# for
the hoi Id Ays.

Exhibition of Old Art.
Oil paintings of the early Italian and

Dntch schools, a group of very distinguishedold engravings and some rare
rugs and carpets wlQi be placed on exhibitionIn Silo's Fifth Avenue Art Gal-
lf>rl<vi. Kast Forty-fifth street nnil Vnnderblltavenue, beginning Monday. With
these will bo shown antique and modern
furniture nnd household linens In freat
variety. all the assembled pieces tft be
sold at auction on the afternoons of
January 5. 8, 7, and 8.

The Ahhik lated Press Is exclusively entitled
to the use for republication Of all news des
patches credited to It or riot other* Isu
credited In tills paper and also the local
now* published herein,

All rlshte of republication of special despatchesherein art also reserved.


